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Institute of Gandhian Thought & Peace Studies 
 

University of Allahabad  
 

 
Date: 19-20 July, 2022 

 
Event: Cultural Activity  
 

Title: “TWO DAY’S SANITATION PROGRAMS” 
 

Speaker: Prof. Rajendra Kumar 
 
Guests: 

 
No. Of Participants: 40 

 
 
 

A two-day Sanitation campaign was started at the Institute of Gandhian 

Thought and Peace Studies, along with the director of the institute Prof. Santosh 

Bhadauria, employees of Gandhi Institute and researchers of the Hindi Department 

participated in this campaign. Senior and eminent critic Professor Rajendra Kumar 

came to the institute as a special guest. He addressed the researchers and 

volunteers, talking about Mahatma Gandhi and cleanliness. The sanitation 

campaign was conducted in the Gandhi Mandapam Library and other places 

located in the institute. Director of the institute, Professor Santosh Bhadauria, 

while addressing the students in this context, said that we should maintain 

cleanliness in our personal lives and our conduct in society. 

The Director of the Institute explained the importance of cleanliness in Gandhi's 

thoughts and philosophy considering it as an important aspect and administered 

an oath to everyone to follow a pure (SUCHITA) in life and conduct. 
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Institute of Gandhian Thought & Peace Studies 
 

University of Allahabad  
 

 

Date: 30 July, 2022 
 
Event: Special Lecture & Theatre Performance  

 
Title: “MUNSHI PREM CHAND JAYANTI: ROSHNI AUR ANKH” 
 

Speaker: Prof. Rajendra Kumar 
 

Guests: Prof. Ajay Prakash Khare, Prof. Harishchandr Pandey 
 
No. Of Participants: 65 

 
Brief Note  

 
 

On the Day of Munshi Prem Chand’s Jayanti, A special lecture and theatre 
performance was organized by the Rajbhasha Section and Institute of Gandhian 
Thought and Peace Studies at the Institute of Gandhian Thought and Peace 

Studies, Allahabad University. Senior litterateur Prof. Rajendra Kumar and 
Historian CMP PG College Principal Prof. Ajay Prakash Khare attended as chief 

guest in the event. on the topic 'Gandhi and Premchand: Light and Eye' Prof. Ajay 
Prakash Khare delivered the lecture. After the lecture, posters exhibition based on 
the life of Prem Chand were displayed, made by Pankaj Dixit, Ashok Nagar, Guna, 

Madhya Pradesh, also posters based on the life of Gandhiji were displayed in 
collaboration with the Department of Visual Arts, Allahabad University. 

  
In the next segment of the event, A drama adaptation of Premchand's famous 

story “Ghaswali” was presented by the students of Jagat Taran Girls College in 

collaboration with 'Bargad Kala Manch' of the Rajbhasha Section, Allahabad 
University. Welcome speech in the program was given by the Director of the 
Institute of Gandhian Thought & Peace Studies, Prof. Santosh Bhadauria. He said 

that the literature of Gandhi and Premchand is a school of humanity in itself. To 
be with Gandhi and Premchand is to be with the truth. To be in favour of non-

violence. To be united in life and work. Hariom Kumar, Translation Officer of the 
Official Language Section Welcomed the guests and delivered the welcome speech. 
The program was conducted by Dr. Dhirendra Dhawal and the vote of thanks was 

given by Assistant Professor and critic Dr. Kumar Birendra. , 
Senior poet Prof. Harishchandr Pandey was also present in the program. Dr. 

Shiv Prasad Shukla, Dr. Amrita, Dr. Dinanath Maurya, Dr. Ratan Kumari Verma, 
Dr. Kalpana Verma, Dr. Anshumala Mishra, Dr. Fatima Noori, and Dr. Vijay 
Lakshmi from Hemraj Dogra Jagat Taran Girls Degree College were present in the 

event. Many literature lovers, Sanjay Pandey, Riyaz Khan, and Dr. Shamenaz 
Shaikh. Many young Scholars including Dr. Varsha Aggarwal, Aarti Chirag, Brijesh 
Kumar, Karan, and  Kunjbihari were present. 
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Gandhi and Premchand are the two eyes of history: Rajendra Kumar 

Keynote speaker, senior poet & critic Prof. Rajendra Kumar said that Premchand 
and Gandhi were almost contemporaries. There is no reference to any meeting 

between Premchand and Gandhi. Premchand never meets Gandhi but meets his 
thoughts. After Tulsidas, the person who became most popular was Gandhi. 
Premchand not only assimilated Gandhi but assimilated Vivekananda also in his 

writings Gandhi appears in Balaji of the novel Vardaan. The range of Premchand's 
eyes was so wide that all the wise men were present in his eyes. Vivekananda said 

that the people here understand something only when it is expressed in religious 
idioms and symbols. This is the reason why Gandhi's concept of Ramrajya has 
been taken from Tulsidas. Rajendra ji said that as Tulsi wrote, 'Ram Bharat is more 

than two eyes'. Premchand and Gandhi are the two eyes of history. 
When we look at Premchand in the light of Gandhi, we come to know that 

there are many shades of Gandhi in Premchand. Premchand did not accept any 

single influence of Gandhi. 
       Both Gandhi and Premchand had said, my political guru is Gokhale. 

Premchand had written an article on Gokhale in Zamana. Premchand was a 
supporter of the extremist group. The strength to see Premchand was coming from 
many places. Premchand's eyes do not look straight but all around. He wrote in 

1919, I have become a believer in Bolshevik principles. After the Gaya controversy 
of Congress, he had said that I do not belong to any party, I am a member of a 

party which has not been formed yet. Premchand's Kalpana party has not been 
formed yet. I am the nightingale of a garden which does not exist yet. Premchand 
was learning from Gandhi. Premchand was not a complete advocate of non-

violence, he said in one of his stories, Duniya ka Anmol Ratan, that a drop of blood 
that can be useful to the country is the world's priceless gem. Many threads of 

Gandhism are present in Premchand's novels and stories. But, Gandhism is not a 
path to which Premchand is tied. Gandhi and Premchand are also the eyes of Urdu 
and Hindi. Gandhi is the name of a typical Hindustani and Premchand is the name 

of a typical Hindustani poet.  
Gandhi overcame all evils. The quality of great leaders or litterateurs is to be 

a visionary and this quality was present in Premchand and Gandhi. The journey of 
Gandhi and Premchand was to establish an egalitarian society. We should take 
light from wherever we can. Gandhiji was certainly a soldier of politics but he was 

also very strong with the pen. Gandhi should also be evaluated as a writer. 
Premchand was not only a writer but also engaged in social causes. 
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Institute of Gandhian Thought & Peace Studies 
 

University of Allahabad  
 

 

Date: 14 March, 2023 
 
Event: Competition/Out-reach/Cultural 

 
Title: Women’s Day 
 

Co-sponsor: “CENTER FOR WOMEN STUDIES” 
 

Speaker: Prof. Anuradha Kumar 
 
Guests: 

 
No. Of Participants: 39 

 
Brief Note:  
 

As part of the weekly program organized on the occasion of International 

Women's Day, a poetry recitation competition was organized for female students at 

the Institute of Gandhi Thought and Peace Studies, in collaboration with Gandhi 

Bhawan. In this, Professor Anuradha Kumar, Head of Women's Studies Centre, 

was present. Assistant Professor Prabal Sen Singh of the Department of Hindi and 

Modern Indian Languages, teachers of the Degree College of Allahabad University 

and Dr. Tosi Anand and Dr. Surendra Kumar, teachers of the Institute of Gandhian 

Thought and Peace Studies, and Director Professor Santosh Bhadauria 

participated in this event. At the beginning of the program, the assistant professor 

of the institute Dr. Toshi Anand,  welcomed the director and the chief guest of the 

program, Professor Anuradha Kumar, by giving them a flower bouquet. Dr. Prabal 

Sen Singh gave the welcome statement.  

The Director of the Institute informed all the students that programs focused on 

Mahatma Gandhi are being organized continuously in Gandhi Bhawan. Anyone 

can come and participate in cultural programs and competitions related to 

Mahatma Gandhi. Professor Anuradha Kumar gave information about various 

competitions and told everyone about International Women's Day. the students 

sang and recited women-oriented poems at the event. A vote of Thanks was given 

by the Assistant Professor of the Institute Dr. Toshi Anand. 
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Institute of Gandhian Thought & Peace Studies 
 

University of Allahabad  
 

 

Date: 05 June, 2023 
 
Event: Cultural Activity.  

 
Title: “WORLD ENVIRONMENT DAY” 
 

Speaker: Prof. Rajendra Kumar 
 

Chief Guest: Prof. Asrar Gandhi 
 
Guests:  Prof. Ajay Jetly 

 
Chairperson:  

 
Co-Sponsor:  
 

No. Of Participants: 16 
 
Programs: Floral tribute, Special Lecture, Tree-Plantation, Discussion 

 
Brief Note: 

 
 
 

On the 5th of June, the Institute of Gandhian Thought & Peace Studies of the 
University of Allahabad Celebrated World Environment Day in its campus.  
Famous Literarily Critique and Poet Prof. Rajendra Kumar ji was the chief 

speaker and Prof. Asrar Gandhi was the Chief Guest on that day. The 
institute’s Director Prof. Santosh Kumar Bhadauria welcomed all the guests 

and started program by giving a floral tribute to Mahatma Gandhi. In the 
morning plantation of saplings of various fruit trees like Guava, Citrus, 
Orange, Grape etc was done by all the participating esteemed guests. In the 

following talk on environment conservation Prof. Rajendra Kumar pointed out 
and explained that we can save humanity only by saving our environment, 

without protection and conservation humanity will go toward great disasters. 
Prof. Bhadauria in his closing speech and vote of thanks outlined Gandhi ji’s 
view and his efforts of environmental Conservation both in India and South 

Africa. After the Programme all the guests were made aware about the library 
and all the recent events conducted in the institute by the Director of the 
Institute. Various Faculty from different Departments of the University joined 

this event including Dr Rahul Patel, Dr. Amrita, Dr. Rehan, and Hariom 
Kumar. Research scholars from the Department of Hindi Rahul Kumar, 

Shweta, Shristi, Draksha & Dharamver also participated along with all the 
staff members of the Institute.      
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Institute of Gandhian Thought & Peace Studies 
 

University of Allahabad  
 

 
Date: 16 August, 2023 

 
Event: Special Lecture & Movie Screening 
 

Title: “GANDHI SANGAT: GANDHI & CINEMA” 
 

Speaker: Mr. Abhishek Singh 
 
Guests: 

 
No. Of Participants: 39 

 
Brief Note: 
 
 

 In August, a special lecture on the subject of Gandhi and cinema was 

organized under the banner of Gandhi Sangat. Mr. Abhishek Singh, a young film 

researcher from Mumbai, was the subject expert. At the beginning of the lecture 

institute’s director Professor Santos Kumar Bhadauria welcomed the chief guest 

and introduced the lecture. Mr. Abhishek through his lecture and presentation 

introduced students to the idea of cinema and Gandhi. He further explained to her 

the history of how cinema has depicted Gandhi and his ideas in various cinematic 

forms. Gandhi was behind many inspirational movies and ideas in Indian cinemas. 

He showed examples and clips of various films based on Mahatma Gandhi and 

explained why cinema is a stronger medium to communicate ideas to the masses. 

He tried to explain Gandhian philosophy to participants on a primary level so that 

they could easily grasp the idea.  
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Institute of Gandhian Thought & Peace Studies 
 

University of Allahabad  
 

 

Date: 06 February, 2024 
 
Event: Gandhi Saptah And Foundation Day of I.G.T.P.S.  

 
Title: “GANDHI SAPTAH” 
 

Chief Guest: Prof. Sangeeta Shrivastava (Honorable Vice-Chancellor) 
 

Guests:  Prof. N.K. Shukla 
 
Chairperson: Santosh Goeindi ji 

 
No. Of Participants: 220 

 
Program: Floral tribute, Poster and Book Exhibition, Book Inauguration, 
Special Lecture, Gandhi Geet Gayan. 

 
Brief Note: 
 

 
On the Sixth day of Gandhi Saptah, the closing ceremony of Gandhi Saptah 

and the foundation day of The Institute of Gandhian Thought and Peace Studies 
was celebrated on 6 February 2024. The chief guest for this event were honourable 
Vice-Chancellor Prof. Sangeeta Srivastava and Honourable Registrar of the 

University Prof. N.K. Shukla and special guest for this event were famous Gandhian 
activist Mrs Santosh Goiendi ji. 
The event started with a visit of guests to the exhibition organised by the Regional 

Centre of the National Archive and the Institute. The exhibition reflected Gandhi 
ji’s contribution and freedom struggle in various media platforms and Posters. 

Later all chief guests wrote their messages on posters as tribute to Gandhi's 
contribution. 
The Main program started in Gandhi Mandapam with a Floral Tribute to Gandhi ji 

and Lighting the Lamp in Mandapam. All Eminent guests were welcomed by the 
Director of the Institute Professor Santosh Bhadauria with floral bouquets. 

Later a musical presentation of “Vaishnav Jan” Bhajan was given by Dr Vishal and 
his students from the Department of Music of the university. 
 

In his welcome speech, Prof. Bhadauria introduced the institution to the 
audience and chief guest and talked about the legacy and achievements of the 
institute, eminent Gandhian personalities visits, and the various activities that 

have been happening and conducted by the Institute. He also thanked the 
honourable Vice-chancellor for accepting the invitation to this event, for her 

constant support for the Institute, and for appointing two permanent teaching 
faculty for the first time in the Institution. In his speech, he gave a brief account of 
all the activities conducted in the Institution, including syllabus, Translation 
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Workshops, Outreach, Training workshops, and cultural activities of the 

institution. He also emphasizes that 1.5 lakh copies of the books were published 
by the National Book Trust, and translated by the Institute. Those books published 

by NBT were also Inaugurated by honourable guests with all the translators on 
stage. 

  

The director of the institute Prof. Santosh Bhadauria also presented a Shawl, a 
book, and a memento to the honourable Vice-chancellor, Mrs. Santosh Goendi ji, 

and Prof. N.K. Shukla.  
The Vice-Chancellor was also welcomed with a mandala tribal piece of art as a gift 
by the Director of the Institute. The Music Department also presented many 

Bundeli language folk songs on Gandhi and his freedom struggle. Honourable 
guest Santosh Goeindi Ji also presented one of her books to the honourable Vice-
chancellor. 

Honourable Vice-chancellor in her speech expressed her thanks to  Prof. 
Santosh Bhadauria for awakening the Institute from its dormant state and making 

it a vibrant living Institute. She also shares her first encounter with Gandhi and 
his ideas through her visit to Sabarmati and how Gandhi's ideology and ideas 
helped her to become in better person and improve her working style. 

She emphasizes that we need to be change, the change we want to see in others 
and there is no alternative of truth and peace. Nonviolence is the core and 

foundation of every great civilization. She also talks about Gandhi’s methods of 
changing others' consciences through nonviolence and emphasizes that truth must 
be focused in our everyday lives, to be fearless is to be a practitioner of truth and 

non-violence in life. In her views about books that were translated by the National 
Book Trust and through certain stories of those books, she tried to express that we 
have to learn many things from our stories, our folklore as knowledge. Every story 

tells us something and books are the greatest medium to learn. in the last part of 
her speech, she urged everyone to buy and read books. 

The honourable guest and Gandhian activist Mrs. Santosh Goeindi ji in her speech 
thanked her Alma matter Allahabad University and also applauded the Vice-
chancellor for being the first female Vice-Chancellor of Allahabad University. 

Through an incident of the meeting of Mahatma Gandhi and J.B. Kripalani, she 
explained how the inner consciousness of every being is pure and Gandhi always 

tried to change that through his Satyagraha. She also explained and criticized that 
through certain structural tactics, Britishers somehow made us think to be inferior 
beings, and Gandhi through his non-violence and Satyagraha transformed that 

view and made us believe that we are equal, capable, and potential human beings. 
At the end of her speech, she urges all of us to be like Gandhi in some respects.  
The vote of thanks was delivered by Register Prof. N.K. Shukla and as the last part 

of the event a Gandhi bhajan “Raghupati Raghav Raja Ram” was presented by the 
Music Department. This event was conducted by Dr. Toshi Anand. 

Many teachers and students from various departments of the university attended 
the event. 
The institute faculty Dr. Surendra Kumar, Rajbhasha  cell translator Hariom 

Kumar all of the Staff Members of the institute, and Research Scholars from the 
Hindi Department attended the event 
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Institute of Gandhian Thought & Peace Studies 
 

University of Allahabad  
 

 

Date: 08 Feburary,2024 
 
Time: 11:00 AM  

 
Venue: Gandhi Mandapam, I.G.T.P.S., (UoA) 
 

Event: Cultural/Outreach Activity 
 

Title: “GANDHI EXHIBITION AND OUTREACH PROGRAMME” 
 
Co-sponsor: “S.S. KHANNA GIRLS DEGREE COLLEGE (UoA)”,” Regional 

Archive Center Prayagraj” 
 

Speaker:  Dr. Harish Kumar Singh 
 
Chief Guest: Prof. Harsh Kumar (Dean of Student Welfare, UoA) 

 
Guests:  Teaching Faculty and 50 Students of S.S.K.D. College (UoA) 
 

Chairperson:  
 

No. Of Participants: 72 
 
Programs: Floral tribute, Special Lecture, Discussion, Certificate Distribution, 

Poster-Exhibitions, Book-Exhibition, Poetry Reciting, Letter to Gandhi, Kabir 
Geet Gaayan. 
 

Brief Note:  
 

Institute of Gandhian Thought & Peace Studies organized its Gandhian 
Exhibition & Outreach Programme on 08th February 2024 from 11:00: am 
onwards in the Institute’ with collaboration of “S.S. KHANNA GIRLS DEGREE 

COLLEGE (UoA)”,” Regional Archive Center Prayagraj”. 
The Main event commenced with the offering of a Book & floral bouquet as a token 

of appreciation to our esteemed guest Prof. Harsh Kumar by the Director of The 
Institute Prof. Santosh Kumar Bhadauria. 
Dr. Toshi Anand welcomed all guests on behalf of the Institute Followed by a 

welcome speech delivered by Prof. Santosh Kumar Bhadauria Director of The 
Institute. Prof. Santosh Kumar Bhadauria gave a brief introduction to the event 
and its theme of the Outreach Programme and various events.  

Prof. Bhadauria in his welcome speech elucidated about the importance of the 
Outreach Programme which helps in the collaboration of ideas between the 

Institution and the personality development of the students through various 
cultural & academic activities. “The Nai Taalim” of Mahatma Gandhi emphasised 
on personality development, and skill development in the holistic sense. I.G.T.P.S. 

shall always encourage such outreach programmes. 
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Chief Speaker Prof. Harsh Kumar in his speech illuminates by saying that we have 
to make an effort to know and understand Gandhi. The contemporary challenges 
of the 21st century can be faced by truly following the Gandhian Path. He 

distributed the certificates along with the Director of the Institute to all the 
participants of Gandhi Saptah and congratulated the participants on their 

successful accomplishments. Teachers of S.S. Khanna Girls Degree College Dr. 
Neha Rai, Dr. Vinita Mishra, Dr. Sanmay Krishna, Dr. Riya Mukherji, Dr. Aditya 
Tripathi, Dr. Anjali Maurya, and others also addressed the students on life and 

thoughts of Mahatma Gandhi. 
 
Another main guest of the event Dr.Harish Kumar Singh also highlighted the 

importance of Gandhian Ideas and how the reading of Gandhi helped him in 
becoming a good teacher. All the teaching faculty of the Institute were also present 

during the event. They appreciated and congratulated all winners and participants. 
Tea and refreshments were served to all the guests, participants, and students of 
the University in between the sessions.  

In the following event students of S.S.K.G.D. College enthusiastically presented 
Poems, Stories, and Colourful Posters on Mahatma Gandhi. Many students also 

participated in letter-writing sessions on the topic of “Letter to Gandhi” and 
expressed their thoughts and feelings in those letters. Students also inspected the 
Gandhian Exhibition and Book Stall. In the last part of the event a beautiful 

rendition of Kabir & Gandhi Bhajans by students of “Bargad Kala Manch” also took 
place.  
The event ended with a vote of thanks by Dr. Aditya Tripathi from the S.S. Khanna 

Girls Degree College of the University of Allahabad.  
In the end, Dr. Aditya Tripathi extended his gratitude towards all the teachers, Staff 

Members of the Institute, Research Scholars, students, and participants for their 
consistent support and cooperation throughout the event.  
The event ended with a Group Photo of all the present participants on the lawn of 

the Institute. 
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Institute of Gandhian Thought & Peace Studies 
 

University of Allahabad  
 

 

Date: 21 February, 2024 
 
Event: Cultural/Poetry Recitation in Different Languages.  

 
Title: “INTERNATIONAL MOTHER LANGUAGE DAY” 
 

Speaker: 'Yash Malviya ji' 
 

Chief Guest: Prof. N.K. Shukla (Registrar UoA) 
 
Guests:  Dr. Deena Nath Maurya 

 
No. Of Participants: 92 

 
Program: Floral tribute, Poetry recitation, Gandhi Geet Gayan. 
 

Brief Note: 
 

Institute of Gandhian Thought & Peace Studies organized World Mother 
Language Day on 21st February 2024 from 01:30 pm, onwards in Gandhi 

Mandapam with Collaboration of Rajbhasha Cell of the University of Allahabad 
The Event started with a floral tribute to Mahatma Gandhi in Gandhi 

Mandapam by all the invited guests. The Official event commenced with the 
Convener of the Official Language Implementation Committee and Director of 
Gandhi Bhavan, Professor Santosh Bhadauria ji, presenting a book and flower 

bouquet to the Chairman of the Official Language Implementation Committee and 
Registrar of Allahabad University, Professor Narendra Kumar Shukla and President 
Yash Malviya ji and invited poets of different languages.  

  Professor Santosh Kumar Bhadauria in his welcome speech said that 
organizing Mother Language Day by the United Nations is an important concept. 

Today, languages are declining all over the world. In such a situation, it is the 
responsibility of all conscious societies to develop mother languages which are 
symbols of knowledge, culture, and heritage. Referring to his mother tongue 

Bundeli, he talked about keeping the mother tongues alive. 
 Registrar of Allahabad University and Chairman of the Official Language 

Implementation Committee, Professor Narendra Kumar Shukla said that we should 
never avoid our mother tongues. Whenever we get an opportunity, we must speak 
our mother tongue. Many times your mother tongue does the work for you which 

other languages cannot do. With a memoir, he put forward the power of his mother 
tongue before everyone. He also said that it is a pleasant experience that the Official 
Language Section has been celebrating International Mother Language Day for the 

last 7 years continuously. 
On this occasion, “Diary 2024” of the Official Language Section of Allahabad 

University was released by the guests to give momentum to the Official Language 
Office. This diary of the Official Language Section contains the contact details of all 
the administrative officers of Allahabad University, and the contact details of the 
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Dean, Director Head. To help the personnel, Official Language Act 1963, Official 

Language Rule 197,6 standard spelling, English Hindi synonyms, precious 
thoughts of great men. 

Dr. Dinanath Maurya, Assistant Professor, Department of Hindi and Modern 
Indian Languages, discussed in detail the concept of International Mother 
Language Day, reasons for celebrating it, naming, etc. He said that in the education 

policy, education through the mother tongue at the primary level was proposed in 
Gandhi ji’s Basic Education Policy. Society has an important role in promoting 

mother languages. This is extremely important, it frees us from colonial slavery and 
leads to the creation of a new diverse, and democratic society, and provides an 
opportunity to connect with our roots. He shared a folk song with everyone from 

his Awadhi language. 
 The lecture was followed by Kabir Bhajans by ‘Bargad Kala Manch’. This group 

included Varsha, Sona, Sanjay, Shivani, Rupali, Rohit, Nilesh, Lalit, and Rishikesh. 
Ishita was giving accompaniment on the harmonium. 

      In the next session of the event, a Poetry Recitation in various Indian 

Languages was organised. In this session, faculties from different departments 
presented their works in dialects and languages like Hindi, Sanskrit, Marathi, 
Telugu, Punjabi, Oriya, Awadhi, Gondi, Brajbhasha, and Bundeli. Dr. Devashish 
Pati in Oriya, Dr. Yuvraj Nibanji Hirade in Marathi, Dr. Lekhram Dananna in 
Sanskrit, Dr. Gajula Raju in Telugu, Dr. Janardan in Gondi, Dr. Toshi Anand, Ketan 
Yadav in Hindi, Jagdish in Bundeli towards the end of this session famous lyricist 
and Poet Shri Yash Malviya ji recited some of his famous poetry in his unique style. 

When this song “Dabe Pau Ujala Phir Se AA rha hi” echoed in the Gandhi 
Mandapam amidst thunderous applause, the applause did not stop. There was one 

singer and hundreds who accompanied him. The well-known lyricist poet 'Yash 
Malviya ji' who was presiding over the Mother Language Poetry Recitation, sang 
this famous poetry song On this occasion, Yash Malviya expressed his views boldly 

through many of his songs. He appreciated the efforts of the Official Language 
Section that its teachers of Allahabad University, who come from different 

language-speaking areas, are teaching compositions in their mother tongue. Just 
as unity in diversity is visible in Indian culture, today in this seminar the unity of 
mother tongue is also visible in different languages. 
 

The program was coordinated by the coordinator of the official language section, 
Prof. Santosh Bhadauria, and cooperation was provided by Hindi Officer Shri 
Praveen Srivastava. Hosting was done by Hariom Kumar. In the Vote of thanks Mr. 

Praveen Srivastava, Hindi Officer expressed his gratitude to all the participants of 
the event, Teachers, Students & Research Scholars of the University. On this 

occasion, Dr. Surendra Kumar, Dr. Vijayalakshmi, OP Gupta, Sheelendra Kumar, 
teaching staff of various departments, Srishti, Dharamveer Saroj, Daraksha, 
researchers and students of various departments were present. 

The cheerful and lively event concluded with a group photo of all the participants 
and listeners on Gandhi Bhavan Lawn. 
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Institute of Gandhian Thought & Peace Studies 
 

University of Allahabad  
 

 

Date: 24 February, 2024 
 
Event: Cultural Event.  

 
Title: “Visit” 
 

Speaker: 
 

Chief Guest: Abid Surti Ji 
 
Guests:   

 
Chairperson:  

 
No. Of Participants: 9 
 

Program: Floral tribute, Discussion. 
 
Brief Note: 
 

On 24 February 2024 Famous cartoonist Abid Surti ji visited the Institute of 
Gandhian Thought & Peace Studies and shared his views about Gandhi and 

Water Awareness. On his visit, he said, “This is not Gandhi Bhavan but a place of 
love, peace, and goodwill”. 
He also shared an interesting incident of his grandmother’s meeting with Gandhi 

ji. “When Gandhiji used to go on trips and had meetings somewhere, a crowd of 
people used to wait for him… He used to walk very fast and leave… At that time, 
my grandmother was also waiting for him wearing a burqa. Seeing my grandmother 

in the crowd, he came towards her and folded his hands rapidly and shook them 
as he used to do Amul… He paused for a while and then quickly moved ahead. This 

was my grandmother's achievement. Everyone has their own achievement. That 
short meeting with Gandhiji was my grandmother’s achievement.” the occasion was 
started with floral tributes to Mahatma Gandhi at Gandhi Bhawan, Allahabad 

University. He further said that at that time the Muslim women of our locality used 
to wear burqa and go to learn and spin the charkhas set up by Gandhiji for 

Swadeshi. All this was his achievement. 
       On this occasion, the Head of the Department of Visual Arts, at Allahabad 
University, Ajay Jaitley said that Surti Ji is not only a cartoonist but a great painter. 

A painter is exactly like a litterateur when he writes poetry, he writes poetry, no 
matter how great a novelist he is. 
      Director of the institute Prof. Santosh Bhadauria ji, offered a token of 

appreciation in the form of a book and souvenirs to the esteemed guest, After 
paying floral tributes at the Gandhi Mandapam, respected Surti ji looked closely at 

the exhibition and posters of the institute and said that it is a good thing that 
Gandhi is being kept in front of the people through various mediums. After 
reviewing the visitor's book of the institute, he recorded his thoughts in it. He 
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expressed his happiness that it is a great thing that even in today's times, students 

are visiting this campus and participating in various creative programs. Gandhi 
Bhavan is not just a building but it feels like heaven on earth to me. To sit here is 

to feel Mahatma Gandhi within oneself. This place is a place of peace, and harmony, 
and to know and understand Gandhi. I want to live on this campus, I want to 
understand it, I want to feel the books of this library focused on Mahatma Gandhi, 

I want to stay for a few days and study on Gandhiji… provided the institute allows 
me to stay here for two-three days. He said that there should be a room for staying 

in the institute. On this occasion, Dr. Toshi Anand, Dr. Surendra Kumar, Hariom 
Kumar, Dharmendra Kumar, Dharamveer, and employees of the institute were 
present. 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


